TOWNSHIP OF BUTLER, LUZERNE COUNTY

ORDINANCE NO. 120909-B

NOISE REGULATIONS, ENFORCEMENT, NOISE LIMITATIONS, USE OF PROPERTY,

EXCEPTIONS, TEST PROCEDURES, CERTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS,

AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION.

Chapter 6: Conduct -- Part 3: Noise Regulations

§301. Purpose and Scope: To establish maximum allowable sound (noise) limits in Butler Township and to prohibit certain specific noises.

§302. Application. This Part applies:

(a)

To all types of public or private vehicles, 

(b)
To sounds of any time duration.

(c) 
To the owner and operator of the object creating a noise.

§303. Exemptions. These are exempted:

(a) 
Aircraft (but not model aircraft).

(b)
Police, fire, ambulance and other governmental vehicles.

(c) 
Back-up alarm devices on trucks and other 

(d) 
Governmental warning devices (i.e., civil defense fire siren).

§304. Definitions. These terms are defined in the Ordinance:
ANSI; Appliance; Day; Daytime; Decibel; Equipment; Excessive Noise; Fluctuating Noise; Impulsive Noise; Intermittent Noise; Noise; Noisy Animal; Person; Period of Observation; SAE; Sound Level (Noise Level); Sound Level Meter; Steady Noise; Vehicle. See Ordinance for legal definition.

§305. Enforcement. The Zoning Officer, Code Enforcement Officer or Police Officers are the enforcers of this Ordinance. If you are making any sound found to be excessive --or in violation -- they can 1) order you to stop the sound, 2) enter your property to measure the sound level, 3) investigate complaints about noise and make inspections, 4) issue warnings, citations and fines.

§306. Administration. The Township will 1) have a convenient form of the Ordinance and the recommended practices, rules, regulations and standards on file in the Township Office; b) 
Prepare/maintain records of orders issued by the enforcing Officers; (c) Issue all standards, permits, certificates, notices, etc.; notify persons involved of decisions rendered and provide them with an opportunity to be heard.

§307. Noise Limitations.

(a) 
General. You can’t make or allow to be made, any excessive noise (crying, calling or shouting, whistle, rattle, bell, gong, clapper, hammer, drum, horn, hand organ, mechanically-operated piano, other musical instrument, wind instrument, mechanical device, radio, phonograph, sound amplifying or other similar electronic device) unless you get a special permit from the Zoning Officer or Code Enforcement Officer.

(b)     Music. Unless you have a special permit from the Zoning Officer or Code Enforcement Officer, you can make music for pay (or if you expect to be paid) on any instrument on or in an open public space of the Township only during the day.

(c) Noise from Premises. If you own or control any premises, you can’t make or allow it to be used for any purpose that disturbs the peace or is detrimental to health.

(d) Equipment Noise. Unless it has been manufactured/modified for sound control and meets the provisions of this Part, Construction Equipment (pile driver, shovel, hammer, derrick, hoist, tractor, roller or other mechanical equipment operated by fuel or electric power), it may be used only during the day.

(e) 
Noise in Handling Refuse Cans. You can’t make any unnecessary noise in the handling of ash, trash and garbage cans, loading or unloading, whether full or empty.

(f) 
Noise in Vicinity of Schools and Churches. You can’t make any unnecessary noise near any church during hours of public worship, or school during school hours.

(g) 
Noisy Animals. You can’t keep or maintain a noisy animal which disturb the quiet of any public street, place, or neighborhood. 

(h) 
Noise by Peddlers. If you’re a peddler or other person who plies a trade or calling of any nature on the streets of the Township, you can’t  use any horn, bell, or other sound instrument to direct attention to your business if it disturbs the peace and quiet of the neighborhood,.

(i) 
Use of Horns and Other Devices on Vehicles. Other than police, fire, public service or ambulance operators, you can’t sound any horn, bell, gong, siren, or whistle, except for one installed by the manufacturer, or sound any horn when operating any vehicle except when it’s reasonably necessary to prevent accidents or comply with the PA Motor Vehicle Code.

(j) 
Vehicles. If you operate a motor vehicle subject to registration, it may not exceed the following noise limits (at a distance of fifty feet (50') from the center of the lane traveled on and under the speed).

	
	Type of Vehicle
	Speed Limit of 35 MPH or less
	Speed Limit of 36 MPH or more

	(1)
	Any motor vehicle with a manufacturer's gross combination weight rating of 10,000 lbs. or more   and any combination of vehicles towed by such motor vehicle
	86 dB(A)
	90 dB(A)

	(2)
	Any other vehicle or any combination of vehicles towed by such motor vehicle
	76 dB(A)
	82 dB (A)

	(3)
	Any motorcycle or motor driven cycle
	78 dB (A)
	82 dB(A)


(1) 
This section applies to the total noise from a vehicle or a combination of vehicles and shouldn’t be thought of as limiting the enforcement of any other provisions of this code relating to motor vehicle mufflers.

(2) 
You can’t modify/change the exhaust/intake muffler or any other noise abatement device of a motor vehicle so that the noise level is increased above that made by the vehicle as originally manufactured. Compliance tests are same as those used for a new motor vehicle.

(3)
You can’t sell, lease or offer for sale/lease a new or secondhand vehicle that produces a maximum noise exceeding the noise limit at a distance of fifty feet (50') from the centerline of travel as stated in Section 307(k) of this Part. The manufacturer, distributor, importer or designated agent will must be willing to certify in writing that the vehicles sold/leased conform to the provisions of this Part.

(k) Equipment.
(1) You can’t operate any powered equipment or powered hand tools that produce a maximum noise level exceeding the following noise limits at a distance of fifty feet (50').

	
	Type of Equipment
	Noise Limit

	(1)
	Construction and industrial machinery, such as crawler-tractors, dozers, rotary drills and augers, loaders, power shovels, cranes, derricks, motor graders, paving machines, off-highway trucks, ditchers, trenchers, compactors, scrapers, pavement breakers, compressors and pneumatic power equipment, but not including pile drivers
	86 dB(A)

	(2)
	Agricultural tractors and equipment
	86 dB(A)

	(3)
	Powered commercial equipment of 2HP or less intended for infrequent use in residential areas, such as chain saws, pavement breakers, compressors and pneumatic power equipment, but not including pile drivers
	86 dB(A)

	(4)
	Powered equipment intended for repetitive use in residential areas, such as lawnmowers, small lawn and garden tools, riding tractors, snow removal equipment, etc.
	70 dB(A)


 (2) 
You can’t sell, lease or offer for sale/lease new or second-hand equipment that produces a maximum noise exceeding noise limits at a distance of fifty feet (50'). The manufacturer, distributor, importer or designated agent must be willing to certify in writing that equipment sold/leased within the Township complies with the provisions of this Part.

§308. Use of Property.

(a) 
Any property use established in a zoning district defined under the Township Zoning Ordinance must comply with the performance standard governing noise set forth below for the district in which it is located.

      (b) 
Noise levels will be measured in terms of the sound level in dB(A) using standard equipment.

      (c)      At no point on the boundary of any residential/commercial/industrial zoning districts can the sound level of any individual or combined operation of any activity  exceed the dB(A) levels shown below for the zoning district indicated except during the day.

Maximum sound levels dB (A) along district boundaries as measured by conventional sound level meters on slow response:





Residential 

Commercial/Industrial 

A- scale levels
   
  55 dB(A)



62 dB(A)

(e) This section pertains to Commercial zoning districts – there are none in BML, so refer to Ordinance for details of this section

(f) In residential zoning districts, any property use must conform to the performance standards stated above for residential district boundaries, provided that performance standards will, in every case, be applied at the boundaries of the lot on which such use is established, except in those cases where the maximum permitted sound levels may be exceeded at a more distant point.

(e) The maximum sound levels established in this section to be applied to the boundaries of a lot don’t apply to construction sites and emergency operations. Construction site noise levels shall be regulated by Section 307(k) of this Part. 

§309. Exceptions.

(a) The noise limitations and the operational performance standards of this Part do not apply to the following:

(1) 
Any public performance being conducted in accordance with provisions of a special permit obtained from the Zoning Officer or Code Enforcement Officer.

(2) 
Any permitted outdoor recreational activity, or any activity conducted within a club house, tent, pavilion, or outside patio, including Sand Springs, Beech Mountain Lakes, Edgewood in the Pines, Owl Club, and Valley Regional Fire and Rescue.

(3) Emergency work on public improvements, work of public service utilities, and municipal services.

(4) Police, fire equipment, ambulances or other government emergency vehicles and activities.

(5) Airports.

(6) Construction activities.

(7) Race Tracks.

(8) Agricultural activities.

§310. Test Procedures.

(a) New Motor Vehicles – Noise level tests must conform to standards/practices of the  SAE, the PA DEP, the US EPA and other standards the Township might adopt

(b)  Powered equipment or powered hand tools -- Noise level tests must conform to standards/practices of the  SAE, the PA DEP, the US EPA and other standards the Township might adopt. Noise levels must meet the noise limits stated in Section 307(k) of this Part.

§311. Penalties. If you violate any provision of this Part and are convicted, you may have to pay a fine of up to Six Hundred Dollars  ($600.00); if you don’t pay, you may be imprisoned for a term of up to thirty (30) days. Every day that a violation of this Part continues is considered a separate offense.

§312. Severability. If any sentence, clause, section, or part of this Part is for any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality or invalidity will not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, sections, or parts of this Part. It is hereby declared as the intent of the Borough Council that this Part would have been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid sentence, clause, section or part thereof not been included herein.

§313. Repealer. All other ordinances which are inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

§314. Effective Date. This Part shall become effective within five (5) days from the date of its adoption as indicated below.

ENACTED and ADOPTED, this 9th day of December, 2009, by the Butler Township Board of Supervisors.

ATTEST:






BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:

/s/ 






Young /s/

Chairperson

Shellhamer /s/

Supervisor

Pekarik /s/

Supervisor

Noise/Sound Levels

	Device 
	dBA
		Device 
	dBA

	Grand Canyon at Night (no roads, birds, wind)
	10
		Air Compressor
	90-93

	Quiet basement w/o mechanical equipment
	20
		Air Popcorn Popper
	78-85

	Quiet Room
	28-33
		Alarm Clock
	60-80

	Whisper, Quiet Library
	30
		Amplifier rock, 4-6'
	120

	Computer
	37-45
		Background Music
	50

	Refrigerator
	40-43
		Bathroom Exhaust Fan
	54-55

	Typical Living Room
	40
		Cello
	85-111

	Forced Hot Air Heating System
	42-52
		Chamber music, small auditorium
	75-85

	Radio Playing in Background
	45-50
		Circular Saw
	100-104

	Background Music
	50
		City Traffic (inside car)
	85

	Bathroom Exhaust Fan
	54-55
		Clarinet
	85-114

	Microwave
	55-59
		Clothes Dryer
	56-58

	Normal Conversation
	55-70
		Clothes Washer
	65-70

	Twp limit A scale residential
	55
		Coffee Grinder
	84-95

	Clothes Dryer
	56-58
		Computer
	37-45

	Printer 
	58-65
		Dishwasher
	63-66

	Window Fan on High 
	60-66
		Electric Can Opener
	81-83

	Alarm Clock
	60-80
		Flute
	92-103

	Normal piano practice 
	60-70
		Food Processor
	93-100

	Twp limit A scale commercial
	62
		Forced Hot Air Heating System
	42-52

	Dishwasher
	63-66
		Fortissimo Singer, 3'
	70

	Clothes Washer
	65-70
		French horn
	90-106

	Phone
	66-75
		Garbage Disposal
	76-83

	Push Reel Mower
	68-72
		Grand Canyon at Night (no roads, birds, wind)
	10

	Inside Car, Windows Closed, 30 MPH
	68-73
		Hairdryer
	80-95

	Handheld Electronic Games
	68-76
		Handheld Electric Mixer
	86-91

	Kitchen Exhaust Fan, High
	69-71
		Handheld Electronic Games
	68-76

	Fortissimo Singer, 3'
	70
		Inside Car, Windows Closed, 30 MPH
	68-73

	Twp limit Powered lawn machinery
	70
		Inside Car, Windows Open, 30 MPH
	72-76

	Inside Car, Windows Open, 30 MPH
	72-76
		Jet engine at 100', Gun Blast
	140

	Chamber music, small auditorium
	75-85
		Kitchen Exhaust Fan, High
	69-71

	Twp limit Other MV
	76-82
		Lawn Mower
	88-94

	Garbage Disposal
	76-83
		Leaf Blower
	95-105

	Twp limit Motorcycle
	78-82
		Loudest sound possible
	194

	Air Popcorn Popper
	78-85
		Maximum Output of Stereo
	100-110

	Telephone dial tone
	80
		Microwave
	55-59

	Hairdryer
	80-95
		Normal Conversation
	55-70

	Electric Can Opener
	81-83
		Normal piano practice 
	60-70

	Violin
	82-92
		Oboe
	95-112

	Vacuum Cleaner
	84-89
		Phone
	66-75

	Coffee Grinder
	84-95
		Piano Fortissimo
	84-103

	Piano Fortissimo
	84-103
		Piccolo
	90-106

	City Traffic (inside car)
	85
		Pneumatic riveter at 4' 
	125

	Cello
	85-111
		Power mower at 3' 
	107

	Clarinet
	85-114
		Power saw at 3'
	110

	Trombone
	85-114
		Printer 
	58-65

	Handheld Electric Mixer
	86-91
		Push Reel Mower
	68-72

	Twp limit Construction Equipment on site
	86
		Quiet basement w/o mechanical equipment
	20

	Twp limit Agricultural Equipment
	86
		Quiet Room
	28-33

	Twp limit Residential Equip, e.g. Chain saw
	86
		Radio Playing in Background
	45-50

	Twp limit Vehicles over 10,000 #
	86-90
		Refrigerator
	40-43

	Lawn Mower
	88-94
		Rock music peak
	150

	Train whistle at 500', Truck Traffic
	90
		Sandblasting, Loud Rock Concert
	115

	Air Compressor
	90-93
		Snowmobile, Motorcycle
	100

	French horn
	90-106
		Subway train at 200'
	95

	Piccolo
	90-106
		Symphonic music peak
	120-137

	Flute
	92-103
		Telephone dial tone
	80

	Food Processor
	93-100
		Train whistle at 500', Truck Traffic
	90

	Walkman on 5/10
	94
		Trombone
	85-114

	Weed Whacker
	94-96
		Tympani & bass drum
	106

	Subway train at 200'
	95
		Typical Living Room
	40

	Leaf Blower
	95-105
		Vacuum Cleaner
	84-89

	Oboe
	95-112
		Violin
	82-92

	Circular Saw
	100-104
		Walkman on 5/10
	94

	Power mower at 3' 
	107
		Weed Whacker
	94-96

	Maximum Output of Stereo
	100-110
		Whisper, Quiet Library
	30

	Snowmobile, Motorcycle
	100
		Window Fan on High 
	60-66

	Tympani & bass drum
	106
			
	Power saw at 3'
	110
			
	Sandblasting, Loud Rock Concert
	115
			
	Amplifier rock, 4-6'
	120
			
	Symphonic music peak
	120-137
			
	Pneumatic riveter at 4' 
	125
			
	Jet engine at 100', Gun Blast
	140
			
	Rock music peak
	150
			
	Loudest sound possible
	194
			

	


	90-95
	Level at which sustained exposure may result in hearing loss

	
	
	
	

	125
	Pain begins

	
	
	
	

	140
	Even short term exposure can cause permanent damage - Loudest recommended exposure WITH hearing protection

	
	
	
	

	180
	Death of hearing tissue


These sound (decibel) levels are not part of the Butler Township Ordinance; they may be found on the Internet at several locations and are included for reference purposes only.

